
From: VERHOFSTADT Guy
Sent: 17 July 2017 15:01
To: TAJANI Antonio, President
Cc:WEBER Manfred; PITTELLA Gianni; ZIMMER Gabriele; LAMBERTS Philippe; KELLER Ska
VERHOFSTADT Guy
Subject: Urgent letter concernng the events in Poland

Dear President,

Despite contrary advice, last week the Polish parliament adopted two laws which
significantly weaken the independence and impartiality of the Polish judiciary (the law on the
National Judiciary Council and the law on common courts), as well as separation of powers
in Poland. In addition, on Thursday night, a new draft law was tabled in the Sejm, which
would terminate the mandate of sitting judges on the Supreme Court and allow Minister of
Justice to decide on their replacement.

This is not only in violation of the Polish Constitution but also against fundamental principles
of the EU Treaties.

And worse, given that the Supreme Court is also the instance assessing the validity of
elections, the above measures would not only mean that the rule of law is abolished in
Poland but also that democratic elections cannot be guaranteed any more.

The draft of the law on the Supreme Court is to be discussed and potentially even adopted in
the session of 18-20 July.

In view of the seriousness and urgency of the situation, we kindly ask you to send a clear
signal on behalf of the European Parliament to the Polish President, Government and
Parliament, as well as to the European Commission.

Before the beginning of the upcoming Sejm session we must state clearly that the adoption
of the above laws will have consequences - as these laws are not compatible with EU
Treaties and membership.

We urge the Commission to act now and clearly outline the consequences of adoption of
these laws.

We also ask you to address the European Commission to call on the Venice Commission to
urgently review these new Polish laws. We would welcome that such an action be taken
before September.

Last but not least, we should call on the President of Poland not to sign the two adopted
laws, and on the Polish Parliament to withdraw the draft concerning the Supreme Court.

When the survival of democracy and the rule of law is at stake, the EU institutions must
speak out and act.

Sincerely yours,

Manfred Weber, Gianni Pittella, Guy Verhofstadt, Gabi Zimmer, Philippe Lamberts, Ska
Keller


